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NO JOB TO SMALL

Unit 1B, Thanet Enterprise Centre
Dane Valley Road, Broadstairs, Kent, Ct10 3JJ
Call Mark for a free quotation on

01843 603495 or Mobile 07828 001607

A very Merry Christmas
& a happy new year
to all our customers

Your Letters
Fly-Phone

I had to write to you on the subject of seagulls - my daughter - Amy had her phone snatched from her hand - whilst she was chatting on it
by an audacious gull- on the beach this summer. the beast dropped it
just yards along the beach and it still worked. I worry that instead of
trying to steal chips off of unsuspecting passers-by they’re now
stealing phones so they can order a take-away.
Paul
Broadstairs

Flying-Fish
Following on from your article in the broadie I wanted to let you know
that one of my staff was walking along the promenade at Viking bay a
couple of weeks ago when she heard seagulls making a lot of noise
above her. Suddenly a great splat on her head, she bent over
expecting to have a vast amount of seagull poo run down her face and
instead a fresh Plaice! Please ask the local gulls to stop feeding the
humans, they might get dependent on it, then where would we be?
Robin
Broadstairs

Could it Be?

Remember remember the 5th November

I read with interest in the last issue “Wallys Plot”. I wonder if readers
would be interested in seeing the man in action, just readying himself
to start his sheep scanning
Tim
Broadstairs

Sssshhh we’re trying to sleep
Don't you just get fed up with Broadstairs. Trying to sleep at night i’m
awoken in the awful hours due to anti-social behaviour. “Oh those
drunks are a damn nuisance” I hear you cry, Or “Bloody seagulls
squawking”....Well no, neither of them.
Its mainly down to those of the older generation who seem to insist on
queuing outside my local newsagents at what seems like the middle
of the night, but is probably nearer to six o’clock in the morning, and
quiet they aint.
So next time you hear one of ’em moan about the “Yoof” of today, just
find out first if they are one of the Hells Grannies that blight my nights
sleep on a regular basis
Name and
address witheld
Contact us on 01843 869368 or e-mail thebroadie@googlemail.com

Dear Editor
As the Event Co-ordinator for the Broadstairs 5th November Event, you
can imagine having spent twelve months planning and fundraising for
the event, its cancellation was a tremendous blow
Despite the disappointing weather conditions, The Jeff Barker Band
arrived at 4.00pm to set-up in readiness for the 6.00pm start - However
after a thirty minute delay and with no improvement in the weather, we
came to the conclusion that we had no alternative but to cancel the
bands performance, particularly as electrical instruments and
equipment were involved
At this time (4.30pm) the Childrens Round-a-bout and Food outlets were
stood down, but we were still optimistic that the the Firework Display at
8.00pm would go ahead as scheduled. However, the wind direction
changed with the tide and at 5.20pm, the firework company confirmed
that the gusting wind off of the sea was above the safe threshold and
that sadly therefore the display could not go ahead
Stewards were at the Bandstand and on the Promenade until 6.30pm
and the small number of people in attendance were notified of the
situation and notices were posted on the promenade Notice Boards
It was also immediately announced in bulletins on the Local Radio and
posted on facebook, also anyone who phoned after 5.20pm were
informed that the event had been cancelled
This is the first time in the ten years that the event has been running
that it has been cancelled and doubly disappointing to the organisers,
particularly as insurance and other up-front costs still had to be paid
Kind regards
Mave Saunders
Event Co-ordinator
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The Worm of Viking Bay
Has anyone noticed, about this time of year
When our summer avian visitors migrate for skies more
clear
Local legend do have say, the creature did appear
After a ship manned by Jutes landed, full of cheer
Lying at rest deep in its cocoon of sand
Good folk march across it swinging children by the hand.
It feeds on clothes, towels, spades,
phones, chicken bones & beer.
One quarter mile long,
Yes the myth is growing, all those batteries,
Soon it will be glowing
Never seen in the busy season
Disturbed by an abundance of footsteps is the reason
Certainly a talking point,
Some call it a sand berm,
This is not true! I hear those Jutes did not just bring a ship,
On a line they towed an ancient Viking god
Standing with his hands in his pockets in a quiet way
“That is no berm”!
I say “There is the worm, yes the worm of Viking Bay”
Mr Nutkin, Broadstairs
(A “Berm” in this case is the raised area of sand on Viking
Bay, which is used to help defend the higher areas of the
beach from High winter tides)

The Broadie

Are Broadstairs Residents really that ugly?

Now I know this aint gonna be popular....but.
There was a letter in your rag quite a few issues back talking about the lack of
imagination when it comes to shops opening in Broadstairs. I couldn’t agree
more with the sentiment.
What is it with Broadstairs High Street? Are we really all that ugly that we need
so many Hair and Beauty businesses. I counted twenty two different outlets on
and in the vicinity of Broadstairs High Street catering to our own vanity. Really,
doesn’t anyone remember the last episode of the “Hitchhikers guide to the
Galaxy”?
And what about estate agents...how many home sellers does one town need?
And of course all the other boring, YES BORING, shops (and I use the term
“Shops” loosely) that have hit the high street. Dentists, money management,
builders, and all the rest of the service industry. They’re not shops, and they
don't belong on a high street. Broadstairs High Street has become boring,....
once you could actually shop on the high street but for every actual retailer that
closes down we now have another non-shop to take its place. These places do
not attract visitors. Perhaps when the last shop has closed and there’s no
longer any visitors to our high street they’ll all finally realise that.
Go and take a look at the independent retailers in Canterbury main street,
Shops, shops, shops. Whitstable...shops
Broadstairs....Estate agents, hairdressers, beauty and makeup boutiques,
dentists, builders, panini bars, money management retailers......all well run
businesses I'm sure.....but not there to attract a customer who’d like to spend a
day and their money in the town.
Come on Broadstairs, we need more Arrowsmiths and Harringtons etc
Name and address supplied
Broadstairs
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Is it all Ship-Shape in Broadstairs?
He’s been up to his old tricks again, has Mr
Gerrard, and here’s another of his popular
history boards which are dotted around town.
Does the map of Broadstairs include the
layout of a sailing ship? What was King Henry
Eighth doing here? And if there’s any buried
treasure can you send it along to The Broadie.
Here’s what Simon has to say:I'd like to ask eagle-eyed Broadie readers to
consider that the sailing ship map design I've
identified from my research, comprising
central Broadstairs' town, may be the real
reason their fitted furniture and carpet items
are often so awkward to measure up for and
install at home! This hidden symbolic feature,
which you are looking at today for the first
time ever, was the foresight of its original
development architects and planners around
two hundred years ago - including one Mr
Crampton no less - to preserve for generations
to come what was even then considered as
Old England's proud maritime and royal
heritage played out in part right here. It's a
Work of Ages still being finalised today as our
town quietly grows in ever-increasing
popularity.
Regards
Simon Gerrard
“© OpenStreetMap contributors, CC-BY-SA

Dr L S Pienaar B.Ch.D. (Stell)
144 High Street, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 1JB
01843 861664

All Girl Dental Team providing Private
dentistry for all the family
Dental Assessment & Prevention
Dental Restorations
Cosmetic Treatment
Dentures
Crown & Bridges
Nightguards & Sportsguards
Hygienist on Site
Dental Plan Available
Nervous Patients Welcome
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The Victory News
Delivering your daily news since 6.30 this morning

4 Nelson
Place

Only £1 for 7 days

Weird stuff we supplied this
year to customers in need
On the first day of Christmas
Victory News got for me:-

Nine magazines on dancing

A battery for a PC

Ten hot water bottles for
sleeping

Two packs of latex gloves

Eleven piping bags for icing

Three french Bries

Twelve bread tins for baking

Four homemade jams

See, we do so much more than
just newspapers.
If we haven’t got an item in
stock, just ask and we’ll do our
best to get it for you.
Whatever it is*

Five boxes of squid
Six wild geese for pies
Seven candles for a Birthday
Eight classic aircraft models

*Weapons of mass destruction not
available

We also deliver newspapers :- 01843 869368
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The Wednesday Warblers

Choirs

We were asked sometime ago to write something about one of the
local choirs and thinking there may be a couple more we started to
enquire about others. So far we have found 11, however, we think
there are probably more and will wait for you to tell us about them.
With the thought of all those beautiful carols and Christmas songs to
sing and hear we thought we would let you know how many we had
found in this our Christmas issue. They are listed in alphabetical order
to prevent any favouritism.
Big Sing
Probably the newest choir on our list having been started to celebrate
the opening of the Turner Contemporary. A new choral work was
commissioned and written by Orlando Gough for the occasion. It was
called the Red Volcano inspired by one of Turner's works. The group
still meets at Thanet College on Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm (£4)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQCrDpzMdi0
Broadstairs Folk In Harmony Fun Choir
Jane Petto runs ' Broadstairs Folk In Harmony Fun choir' choir most
Mons. 7.30 - 9.pm upstairs Bradstow Mill Broadstairs Kent CT10 1NQ
Everyone's welcome. They sing songs, in harmony, from all around the
world. 01892 862990 (£5) . Everybody is very welcome to join them on
any Monday evening. "We believe that singing is everyone's birthright
and we are committed to teaching styles that are accepting and
inclusive of all, regardless of musical experience and ability". Jane
Petto
Thanet Community Gospel Choir
Another fairly new choir which started in January 2010. Rehearsals
are every Thursday 7.30 – 9.00pm
At The Vale United Reform church hall, Broadstairs and on the 1st and
3rd Sunday of every month 3.00pm – 5.00pm at St Ethelbert's Parish
Hall, Hereson Road, Ramsgate. You will require an audition to join this
choir. They've a carol concert coming up on Thursday 15th December
at 7.30pm. At the United Reform Church hall, The Vale Broadstairs.

Admission is free.
http://www.thanetgospelchoir.co.uk/index.html
East Kent Singing Groups
There are a number of choirs specifically run for lively older people in East Kent and one of
these is on Wednesday afternoons 2-3.30pm in St Peters Church Hall. No auditions or
previous experience needed. (£4)
Harmony Ladies Choir
There are 31 members and they meet at Stone Bay School on Tuesday for rehearsals. For
more info contact Miss Helen Newby 01843 602224 helen.newby@btinternet.com
Kent Show Choir
Show Choir meets weekly on a Wednesday at St George's School in Broadstairs
6.30-7.30pm Junior Show choir (8-16yrs)
7.30-9.30pm Main show choir (16yrs-100!)
Open to all £4 for each session weekly.
http://www.stagedoor-theatrecompany.com/message.htm
TARA Glee Club
As part of the packed Thanet Active Retired programme on Wednesday afternoon at 2pm
in the Memorial Hall in St Peter's (£2). 01843 603332
Thanet Male Voice Choir
The Choir was formed in 1977. The Choir performs approximately fifteen concerts a year
and raises many thousands of pounds for various local causes and charities in the East
Kent area. During its thirty years the choir has also performed in France, Italy and
Germany as well as in the UK.
The choir rehearses every Tuesday evening (except for a short break in early August) from
7.30pm - 9.30 pm at St Andrews Church. 01843 865819 neil.armstrong19@virgin.net
The Seventy Chamber Choir
Definitely our oldest choir that we know of going back to 1944 and its thirty or so
members give at least four concerts a year as well as singing at weddings and other
special occasions. The membership has a broad range of musical ability from those who
cannot read music to members of the Academy of St Martin-in-the-fields. The prime
requirements are an enthusiasm for music, and a desire to learn about different styles,
language and of course the technique of singing. Always happy for new members who
need a short informal assessment with their musical director and rehearse on Mondays
(8-10pm) during academic term time, at the United Reform Church, the Vale.
http://www.seventychamberchoir.com/
Wednesday Warblers
The Wednesday Warblers was set up in 2007 by Alison Moyna. Alison trained at
Mountview Theatre School in London and had a successful career performing in
productions in Londons West End and Nationally, including Les Miserables, Martin
Guerre, Fame, The Pirates of Penzance, The Royal Variety Performance, to name but a
few.
Alison wanted to form a local Adult singing group that was friendly and fun, singing music
from Show tunes to Motown! Whether you have sung before or had no experience at all,
everyone would be welcome! You do not have to be able to read sheet music, and no
audition is required to join the group. As long as you love singing..... You can become a
Warbler!
'Come and join us' on Wednesdays at 6.45 til 7.45, The Vale Church Hall, The Vale,
Broadstairs.
Alison also runs
Outburst
a youth singing group and they meet just before at 5.45 to 6.30, same venue. 07768
862422
We even found a course available at Hilderstone 'to encourage people to join a choir or
perform solo'. The course is part time in the evenings for 10 weeks and costs £79
http://www.kentadulteducation.co.uk/
So no excuse for anybody now, walking round Broadstairs should be like walking through
the Welsh Valleys with all that singing going on.
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Stone House

Prime Minister Benjamin
Disraeli appointing him
Archbishop of Canterbury.
Archbishop Tait's wife went on
to found the first orphanage in
Broadstairs. The children being
taken into their care after their
parents had died in London by
the plague of Asiatic cholera
which swept the country in
1866. When Archbishop Tait
passed away Stone House was
handed down by will to his
niece, who then sold it in 1883
to Rev Edward Stone.
Rev Stone began redesigning
the property to fulfil the needs
of a boys' preparatory school.
He also went on to purchase
Stone Farm in order to help
supply the school with their
own vegetables.

Broadstairs and St Peters has a wealth of rich and interesting history,
from smuggling to famous inhabitants. As anyone who takes a walk in
Broadstairs knows, with every turn of a corner it produces a fascinating
glimpse of times gone by.
Stone House nestled above Stone Bay is one of such a place. One of the
oldest buildings in Broadstairs it has a varied history and it must have
looked an imposing building when it was built in 1764 for Sir Charles
Raymond of The East India Company, at a cost of £4,821.
There are a network of tunnels throughout Broadstairs and St Peters one
of these tunnels is situated under Stone House. Both Stone House and
Stone Farm were used for many smuggling activities. Although Sir
Charles Raymond was a J.P. he was known to finance many of the local
smuggling runs and both were used by the Callis Court Gang, led by the
famous Joss Snelling to store their contraband. The tunnel was revealed
in the 1950's, when it collapsed under the weight of a bulldozer. It has
since been sealed off from inside the building.
Sir Raymond died in 1783 and the house was sold to a William Breton
Esq. for £5,000. It was then sold to Sir Henry Harpur Bart and then to Sir
John Cuthbert who owned it for three years, making many additions to
the building. Sir James Dupree Alexander acquired the building next for
£7,125 in 1830. The present flint wall which surrounds Stone House
was built by him.
In the spring of 1868 Dr Tait who at the time was Bishop of London
purchased Stone House. It was while here he received a letter from the

In 1895 Rev Stone sold the
property to Rev W.H. Churchill,
who in turn carried on with the
next stage of the development.
Numbers at the school
increased and so more
alterations and additions were
made. This was when at the
northern end of the house the chapel was built.
In 1916 Churchill's son Arnold took over from his father and in
1921 made further alterations to expand the school. By 1935
Arnold retired and with the war looming plans for further
improvements were postponed and the school was evacuated. The
evacuation lasted seven years, in which time Stone House narrowly
escaped being destroyed, having been bombed outside the front
and back gates. The troops who inhabited it during this time also
left the inside of the building in a bad state. By 1946 the building
was rejected by the military as 'unfit for human habitation'. But
Stone House wasn't about to give up and with the help of the staff
the school reopened in 1947.
Stone House was awarded Grade 2 listed building status in January
1950 and on 17th October 1969 the school closed for good.
In the early 1970's the building was converted into private flats.
The developers went to great lengths to restore the graciousness of
the period and managed to preserve its character.
Today Stone House still looks as imposing as when it was first built,
except it now has all the luxuries of a modern building. One can
only imagine what the original inhabitants would make of its
modern make-over.
Debbie Barham

