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I couldn't do my job without a 4 wheel drive.  In the old days 
the scanner had to plugged into the mains which meant any 
sheep that needed scanning had to be moved to the farm 
yard.  Nowadays the equipment is completely mobile so I go 
to the sheep.  As the sheep scanning season is winter this 
generally means the ground is wet and muddy.  Sometimes I 
need to put it in 4 wheel drive just to get through a gateway, 
sometimes I have to drive up long, steep, rutted and slippery 
tracks and then sometimes I have to do serious off roading, 
which was the case in Rhigos near Merthyr Tydfil, South 
Wales.  Rhigos is situated on the edge of a large open cast 
coal pit.  When I was there the snow that had settled a week 
earlier had almost completely melted and it was doing that 
persistent Wales drizzle that seems to get you very wet 
without you really realising it's raining.  After scanning the 1st 
mob of sheep at the farm the guy I was working for said he 
would go and get the tractor and tow chains.  He then 
explained that the next mob were at the sheep pens on the 
top of a field right on the edge of the coal pit.  I still couldn't 
understand the whole tow chains bit until I got there.  At the 
end of a rough track, there was a ford.  After that there was a 
steepish slope 200 yards long with water oozing out 
everywhere. Once that levelled off it was an absolute 
quagmire for 400 yards then a fence with the relative dryness 
of the sheep pens on the other side.  For me this looked liked 
great fun! I told the guy that my truck would cruise up it, 
piece of cake.  He said that my dad had said the exact same 
thing last year and he only got half way up and they had to 
tow him out with the tractor.  He also pointed out that they 
had tried to get up it a few days earlier in an old Landrover 
and that ended in the same way as my dad.  Now the 
challenge really was set.  I hate Landrovers.  I reversed back 
down the track, put it in low range and then booted it towards 
the challenge.  I hit the bottom of the slope at about 40 mph, 
off road at that speed feels more like 80!  I knew if I could get 
up the slope then the rest would be easy.  I flew up it! Mud, 
ice, coal and grit were coming up past the window. If i had 
stopped at any point, that would be the end so in the 
quagmire I just had to point the truck in the rough direction of 
the open gate and keep my fingers crossed.  Through sheer 
luck rather than judgment I made it through the gap and into 
the pens.  I was feeling pretty chuffed with myself.  On exiting 
my vehicle the farmer and his mate were standing at the 
bottom of the slope cheering, clapping and belly ache 
laughing!  I felt like hero!!  2 weeks later I scanned for the 
same guy but at a different location.  Half way through the job 
he leaned over to me and said 'you're legendry in my local now 
boyo'.  For me that is my greatest achievement! 
In Wiltshire I scanned for a really nice couple who breed N.Z 
Suffolks and N.Z Romneys.  The lady was, apart from Mrs 
Wally, the most beautiful woman I have ever seen.  Tall, 
naturally blonde, model good looks and a really nice, soft Irish 
accent.  When I scan there is always someone standing on 
the other side of the holding crate marking the sheep as I call 
out how many lambs is in each ewe.  On that day it was this 
lady.  Every now and again I would look up and think 'my 
goodness she's is REALLY fit'.  Later that evening over a bottle 
of wine we were talking about my dad and she said 'it was 
very spooky earlier, every now and again I would look down 
and you would be giving me the exact same look as your 
father would give me'.  Yeah, I know what he was thinking.  

Wallys Scanning Diary (Part 2)Live music listings for 10th - 17th August

The Rose:- 9pm. Kellys Eye

The Rose:- 3pm. Steve Morrison. 9pm. Roy Mette

The Rose:- 4pm. Hang 10 9pm. Jacuzzi Soup

The Rose:- 3pm. Matt Brookes 
9pm. Ace Faces (Rod Stewart Tribute act)

The Rose:- 3pm. Carey Rathbone & Bell. 9pm TBA

The Rose:- 3pm. Mark Taylor. 9pm. TBA

The Rose:- 3pm. Pepperset. 9pm.Coco & The Butterfields

The Rose:- 3pm TBA. 9pm Tundra

Some local pubs are booking their own bands over the ‘Folk Week’ period. These 
gigs don’t appear in the Folk Week programme. 
Fri 10th

Sat 11th

Sunday 12th

 

Mon 13th

Tues 14th

Weds 15th

Thurs 16th

Fri 17th

For more info on ‘Barnaby Rudge’ bands, please see advert on page 13.

Lord Nelson:- 9pm. Triality

Lord Nelson. 3.30pm. Night Watch

Lord Nelson:- 3.30. Hang 10

Lord Nelson:- 3.30pm. Jazz

Lord Nelson:- 3.30pm. Beggars Belief

Barnaby Rudge:- 9pm. Ben Mills (X Factor Finalist) & Benzego

Barnaby Rudge:- 5pm. Steve Morrison. 9pm. Tundra

Barnaby Rudge:- 7pm. DJ Scorn.

Barnaby Rudge:- 1pm.Border Crossing. 3.30pm. Toby, Soph & Callum from
Wheeler Street. 9pm. Ben Russel & The Charmers.

Barnaby Rudge:- 9.30pm. Fate The Juggler.

Barnaby Rudge:- 1pm. Wired On the Road Session. 9pm. Coco & the 
Butterfields

Barnaby Rudge:- 5pm. Hang Ten. 9pm. Gracie & the Vandals

Barnaby Rudge:- 1pm. Sean Taylor. 5pm. Rosco Levee band. 9pm. Breed

Barnaby Rudge:- 9pm. Jedwood.

The Balmoral 9pm Open Harp Surgery

The Balmoral 4.30 Paint it Blue 9pm The Big Blue

The Balmoral 4.30pm. Luke Burgess 9pm. Bread & Butter

The Balmoral:- 4.30pm. Funke & 2 Tone baby. 9pm. Sarah Lucy Dole

The Balmoral:- 4.30pm. Hang 10 9pm. Glen Barnes

The Balmoral:- 4.30pm. Nick & Will 9pm. Luke Burgess

The Balmoral:- 4.30pm. Sarah Lucy Dole 9pm. Tener Duende

The Balmoral:- 4.30pm. Robin Bibi. 9pm. Broken Biscuit

The Neptune:- 6.30pm. Funke & Two Tone Baby.

The Neptune:- TBA

The Neptune:- 6.30pm. Wheeler Street.  9pm. Coco & The Butterfields

The Neptune:- 6.30pm. Fate The Juggler 9pm. Paul One Love

The Neptune:- 6.30pm. Funke & 2 Tone Baby.  9pm. Paul One Love

The Neptune:- 6.30pm. Tombstone. 9pm. Paul One Love

The Neptune:- 6.30pm. Funke & Two Tone Baby.  9pm. Paul One Love

The Dolphin:- 2pm. Nick, Will & Friends. 5pm. Surf Dude Grandad. 9pm. DJ

The Dolphin:- 2pm. Nick, Will & Friends. 5pm. Blow. 9pm. The Locals

The Dolphin:- 2pm. Nick, Will & Friends. 5pm. Mad-4-It. 9pm. Noel McKeler

The Dolphin:- 2pm. Nick, Will & Friends. 5pm. EK1. 9pm. Surf Dude Grandad

The Dolphin:- 2pm. Nick, Will & Friends. 5pm. Hang 10. 9pm. Blow

The Dolphin:- 2pm. Nick, Will & Friends. 5pm.Funke & 2  Tone Baby.9pm. EK1

The Dolphin:- 2pm. Nick, Will & friends.  5pm. The Locals.  9pm. DJ

Sat 18th






































