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On the wall to the side of the entrance to Holy Trinity 
Church, Broadstairs, is a Memorial to 30 young men from 
the Town each of whom died fighting in the Great War.  
One of these is Frank Wales.  Who was he?
He was not more special than any of the others on that list 
of names that hangs either side of the Cross.  He has been 

singled out by me because (a) my cousin Ray and I have been looking 
into his life as part of our research into history of the Young family - he 
is a distant relation of ours; and (b) the 7th June 2017 marks 100 
years to the day that he died in action in the Battle of Messines.  On 
that day next June, we shall be visiting the site where Francis died; the 
cemetery where his body now rests; and the Menin Gate. We shall pay 
our respects to him and to all of those who fought in that War.

Each of those names on the wall represents a real person who lived an 
ordinary life in Broadstairs before responding to the National "call to 
arms".  Frank was typical of those men so his story might just help us 
to remember all of them with a little more clarity.  
Our picture of him is not complete so we would love to hear from 
anyone who can provide more information.  
What do we know so far?

Frank was actually born on Tottenham.  His mother was born in 
Broadstairs and christened at Holy Trinity as "Frances" but was always 
known as "Fanny".  She was the daughter of William Wales who lived 
at 1 Leslie Cottages in Union Court, off Harbour Street.    
As a point of interest, William was a member of Broadstairs Lifeboat 
Crew when they had two boats; the Culmer White and the Mary White.  
In 1857, he took part in the rescue of the crew of the American ship 
"Northern Belle" off Kingsgate.  Both boats had to be manhandled 
across land from Broadstairs to Kingsgate before being launched to 
effect the rescue.  The whole action took place during snow and 
hailstone blizzards.  He was later presented with a silver medal on 
behalf of the President of the US for his part in the rescue (and that's 
not 'Fake News'!).

Like many young Thanet women at that time, Fanny moved to London 
around 1880 to find work "in service".  While there she had two 
illegitimate sons (their father is not known but that's another story!).  
The second was Francis Joseph Young.  Life for a young woman with 
two illegitimate sons would have been extremely difficult so it is hardly 
surprising that in the early in the 1890s, Fanny and the two boys 
moved back to Broadstairs to live with her father, William, at 1 Leslie 
Cottages.

Just around the corner at that time, in Church Square, lived the Crouch 
family and the Young family.  Both of these families were involved in 
the boating life around the harbour, including the lifeboat so were 
closely connected to the Wales family.  One of the Crouch family, Alice 
Gertrude, had become the wife of Uriah Young; our Great Grandmother 

and Great Grandfather.  Alice 
had a brother, William George 
Fields Crouch, with whom 
Fanny Wales formed a close 
relationship, so much so that 
on Christmas Eve 1900 they 
were married at Holy Trinity 
Church.  The couple went on 
to have four children.  More to 
the point, Frank now had a 
step father.

It is worth noting that our hero 
was always known in his 
family as "Frank".  However, in 
adulthood, for official 
purposes, he always used the 
name "Francis".  It is as 
"Francis Joseph Wales" that 
he appeared in the 1911 
Census forms, and on all of 
his army forms.  When his 
family put his name forward 

for the Memorial, however, they would have used the more 
familiar name of "Francis".

By the time of the 1911 Census, when he was aged 23, Francis 
and his mother were still living with the 87 year old William at 1 
Leslie Cottages.  This was probably because his stepfather, 
William Crouch, was away serving in the Navy and they had no 
place of their own).  Frank was unmarried and working as a  
Plumber & House Decorator.  The next year, however, on 8 April 
1912, he married Kathleen Mary Pollard in Holy Trinity Church and 
they set up home at, firstly, 4 Albert Street, Ramsgate and then 
they moved to 31, Bloomsbury Road in Ramsgate.  The couple had 
three children in 1912, 1914 and 1917 (N.B. Francis died before 
the birth of the third child).  
Then Frank joined the army.
He enlisted at Ramsgate 'For the Duration of the War' on Friday 3 
September 1915.  He became Private Francis Joseph Wales, 
G/9882, 10th(S) Battalion, of the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent) 
Regiment.  His Battalion comprised 1000 men made up of four 
Companies named A to D, each with up to 250 men.  Frank was in 
"C" Company.  
After training at Aldershot, his Battalion moved to France in early 
May 1916. The division then remained on the Western Front until 
October 1917.  As soon as arriving in France, they were in action 
and in July were involved in the horrors of The Somme, including 
the Battle of Flers-Courcelette and the Battle of the Transloy 
Ridges. 

During 1917 the Division moved on to Flanders, 
where routine trench defence and occupation was 
punctuated by various "skirmishes" leading up to 
the "Big Push" that became Battle of Messines.  
One single sentence like that masks the dreadful 
privation, danger and terror those men experienced 
for months on end, both on The Somme Campaign 
and in Flanders.

Who was Frank Wales?
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